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There is now 
overwhelming scientific 
evidence that climate 
change is “real” and that 
it poses a serious global 
threat that cannot be 
ignored.



The year 2005 saw the 
worst Atlantic hurricane 

season since record 
keeping began in 1851

An average season 
produces 10 named 

hurricanes with 2 or 3 
becoming major storms

In 2005 there were 27 
named storms topping the 

previous record of 21 in 
1933





























We can expect an 
increase in 
flooding resulting 
in: 
•the destruction of 
property and 
•the transport of 
environmental 
contaminants.

We can expect the 
impacts of Climate 
Change to continue 
even with the current 
climate change 
mitigation policies.





EPA tells citizens the city 
is safe but their own 
samples say otherwise.
EPA gives city a clean bill 

of health but instructs 
parents on ways to keep 
children safe while playing 
outside.



The Washington Post- February 23, 2006





Sites where 
 scientists tested 
 soil for arsenic 
 in the 18 
 months after 
 Katrina.

http://thelensnola.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/02/arsenic-sample-sites.jpg


Government officials 
insisted the dirt in New 
Orleans residents’ yards 
was safe, Church Hill 
Downs, Inc., the owners of 
New Orleans’ Fair 
Grounds, felt it was not 
safe for its million dollar 
horses to race on.
The owners scooped up 
and hauled off soil tainted 
by Hurricane Katrina’s 
floodwaters. 
The Fair Grounds opened 
on Thanksgiving Day 2006



How the process 
works for dispensing 
$411million available 
in recovery money 
from HUD



The City of New Orleans 
creates project descriptions 
based on goals in the 
recovery plan approved by 
HUD developed from pieces 
of the Unified New Orleans 
Plan and other recovery 
planning efforts. 

Project descriptions are 
submitted to the state for 
approval. 



Once approved, the city works 
with Louisiana Solutions LLC, 
hired by the state’s Office of 
Community Development to 
ensure that grants meet HUD 
guidelines. 

The review process involves 
moving the application back and 
forth between Louisiana 
Solutions and the city several 
times before submission to the 
state. 



The Office of Community 
Development reviews the grant 
request, in conjunction with the 
Louisiana Recovery Authority, 
sending it back to the city with 
more questions, or giving final 
approval. 

This office regularly handles 
HUD grants and is familiar with 
the procedures required by 
Washington. 







An unusual partnership 
between universities, labor, 
environmental organizations, 
community organizations and 
homeowners.

Taking a proactive 
approach to cleaning up 
neighborhoods in New 
Orleans as a demonstration 
project. 







Six inches of top soil including the 
contaminated sediment was removed 
from the front and backyards of 23 
houses on one block. 

Each lot was re-landscaped with 
graded river sand and fresh sod. 

Sidewalks, curbs, and streets were 
pressure washed to remove all 
accumulated sediment to return the 
homes to a safe and livable condition. 

























Laurence Playspot
Napoleon Avenue

Uptown New Orleans. 

Taylor Playground
South Roman Street 
pales in comparison. 

Lyons Playground was rebuilt after 
Hurricane Katrina with the help of a 
$75,000 grant for playground 
equipment and $30,000 from NORD



Times-Picayune 
reporter, Richard 
Thompson, spent three 
months surveying 93 
recreation sites 
considered operational 
by City Hall.



Richard Thompson, The Times-Picayune

http://connect.nola.com/user/richardthompson/index.html


More than four years after 
Hurricane Katrina forged a 
path of destruction through 
New Orleans, many of the 
city's playgrounds, play 
spots, and open spaces 
remain in a state of 
shocking disrepair.
Richard Thompson, The Times-Picayune

http://connect.nola.com/user/richardthompson/index.html
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